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Executive Summary

The number of used disposable diapers is expected to increase with the aging of society, and the
percentage of disposable diapers in municipal waste is also on the rise. In response to this, there is a
need for efficient disposal of used diapers. While it is technically possible to recycle and engage in
thermal recovery (hereinafter referred to as "recycling, etc."), the adoption of such technologies is
limited in some areas.

Based on the "Guidelines for the Recycling of Used Diapers"
(https://www.env.go.jp/content/900515346.pdf) formulated in FY 2019, trends in the disposal of
used diapers were investigated, and measures to promote the use of disposable diapers were
discussed. Regarding trends in recycling used disposable diapers, a literature review, and a
nationwide questionnaire survey of municipalities were conducted to update information. In
addition, interviews were conducted with 20 municipalities selected from those considering or
already engaged in diaper recycling based on the questionnaire survey results. These interviews
covered their initiatives, issues, and methods for enhancing diaper recyclability. Furthermore, a
study session was held with manufacturers of disposable diapers and their materials, along with
companies involved in diaper recycling, to exchange opinions on the current status and issues

regarding diaper recycling, as well as to discuss future activities aimed at promoting it.


https://www.env.go.jp/content/900515346.pdf
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